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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



This listing of claims "will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 



Li&ting of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) An implantable access pott comprising; 

a housing comprising a fluid chamber in fluid conmmnication with aad an 
access aperture in fluid conmiunication with said fluid chamb e r, 
wherein said - aooo s a apQrtur - o - i& - oovorcd - by and a septum covering the 
access aperture: 

a port stem extending firom «did ^ housing, wherein oaid port st e m has an 
inn e r lumen formin g including a channel in fluid communication with 
s£kid Ae fluid chamber and a catheter retention feature; and 

a visual indicator marking disposed on the port stem distal of an outer edge 
of the housing and proximal of the catheter retention feature, the 
visual indicator marking distinct from the catheter retention feature 
for providing guidonoo to a uQor for plaoomont of a cath e t e r ov e r said 
port st e m, s aid morkin g ^ i ompriDing at least a portion of a band at l e ast 
partially dispos e d about the " OireumferenoQ of oaid port st e m, wher e in 
aaid marldng is locat e d on said port stem b e t^^^e e n a distal end of said 
port st e m and a proximal end of said port st e m . 

2. (Original) The access port according to claim 1, wherein said marking 



application: 



comprises a contrast agent. 



3. 



(Original) The access port according to claim 2, wherein said contrast agent 



comprises an ink. 



4. 



(Original) The access port according to claim 1, wherein said marking 



comprises a contrast material. 
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5. (Original) The access port according to claim 4, wherein said contrast 
material comprises a ribbon, 

6. (Original) The access port according to claim 5, wherein said ribbon 
comprises a metallic material. 

7. (Original) The access port according to claim S, wherein said contrast 
material comprises a shrink-wrap plastic. 

8. (Currently amended) The access port according to claim 1, wherein said 
marking is positioned on said port stem a sirfBcient distance from the housing oater edge to prevent 
a catheter proximal end aligned with the marking and compressed bv a locking sleeve from abutting 
the housing outer edge such that wh e n the catheter aligned - with said morldng is comprass e d hy a 
locking sl ee v e , a proximal e nd of s aid oathetor doQG not abut said housinfi . 

9. (Withdrawn) The access port according to claim 1, wherein said marking 
comprises an indentation on an outer surface of said port stem. 

10. (Withdrawn) The access port of claim 1, wherein said marking comprises a 
raised profile on an outer surface of said port stem. 

1 1 . (Withdrawn) The access port of claim 1, wherein said marking comprises at 
least two features aligned along the length of said port stem. 

12. (Withdrawn) The access port of claim 11, wherein said features are 
configured such that said features direct the user to place a proximal end of said catheter between 
said two features. 
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13. (Currently amended) An implantable access port capable of being implanted 
beneath the skin of a patient, the access port enabling repeated, non-destructive fluid 
communication between the tip of a hypodermic needle piercing the skin of the patient and the 
proximal end of a lumen within a catheter implanted in the body of the patient coupled to the access 
porty said access port comprising: 

an outlet stem extending from a housing of add acocaa port^ - oonfigured at q 
distal e nd th e r e of to r e c e iv e the proximal end of aaid oathotor, said 
stem enclosing a stem channel ext e nding - bet^voon a proximal end 
th e r e of and said distal end, wh e rein said utom ohannol is in fluid 
communication with a cavity in said housing; and 

a visual indicator marking positioned on on outer aurfaco of said the outlet 
stem distal of an outer edge of the housing and proximal of a catheter 
retention feature, the visual indicator marking distinct from the 
catheter retention feature whoroin s a id marking i s locat e d bet^voon 
said proximal end and ocdd distal end of said outlet stem, and wherein 
said marking - is - oonfigurod to provide a visual reference for ocaoing 
advanc e m e nt of the oathotor over said port stem. 

14. (Withdrawn) The access port according to claim 13, wherein said marking 
comprises a raised profile on the-outer surface of said outlet stem, 

15. (Withdrawn - Currently amended) The access port according to claim 44 13, 
wherein said marking comprises an indentation on the outer surface of said outlet stem. 
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1 6. (Cuirently amended) A method of making an access port^ having a port st e m 
marking comprising: 

fabricating an implantable access port capable of boing implontod - bonoath tbo 
Dlcin of Q pati e nt, said acc e ss port comprising an outlet stem extending 
from a housing of aoid aoe e sspef tr configured at a distal e nd thereof 
to rec e iv e th e- proximal end of ooid oathotor^ 5dd the outlet stem 
enclosing a stem channel e xt e ncfea ^ jj e t^veen a proximal end thereof 
and Doid distal ond^ wherein said s t e m channel io in fluid 
communication with a cavity in ss(i4 the housing and including a 
catheter retention feature: and 

providing a visual indicator marking distinct from the catheter retention 
feature on said the outlet stem distal of an outer edge of the housing 
and proximal of the retention feature for guiding a u a or on plaoomont 
of a cath e t e r ov e r said st e m, wh e r e in said user ooaQOS advanc e m e nt of 
th e catli e t e r ov e r said port gtom onoo tho catheter is substantially 
align e d with said marking, -wherein - said marking is located botvveen 
s aid proximal e nd and said - di^ e nd of ooid outlet stem . 

17. (Withdrawn) The method according to claim 16, wherein the act of 
providing a marking comprises forming an indentation on the surface of said stem. 

18. (Withdrawn) The method according to claim 16, wherein the act of 
providing a marking comprises forming a protruding structure on the surface of said stem. 

19. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 16, wherein the act of 
providing a marking comprises positioning the marking a sufficient distance from the housing outer 
edge to prevent a catheter proximal end aligned with the marking and compressed by a locking 
sleeve from abutting the housing outer edge placing said marldng at a location on tho st e m whil e 
taking into account tho omountc of Gliding of tli e cath e t e r wh e n a locking s leovo is plac e d ov e r th e 
catheter , 
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20. (Canceled). 

21. (Previously presented) A method of connecting a catheter to an access port 
during implantation of said qqoqod port bonoath tho Gldn of a patient , the access port including a 
housing and a stem extending from the housing, the stem including a catheter retention feature and 
a visual indicator marking distinct from the catheter retention feature, the visual indicator marking 
spaced distallv from an outer edge of the housing and proximallv from the catheter retention feature 
enabling ropoatod, non - d e structi\^ e fluid communication b e ^v e6 n th e tip of o hypodermio ncodlo 
pioroing th e s lcin of th e pati e nt and th e proximal end a lum e n within a coth e ter implontod in tho 
body of tho pationt coupl e d to th e acc e ss port to th e r e by inj e ct a fluid from th e neodio into tho body 
of th e pati e nt by produoina a flow of tho fluid from th e tip of th e n ee dl e , through th e acc e s s port ; 
and along said lumen to tho diotol end of tho cathotor , comprising: 

inserting a port stom of said the access port stem into ^ a proximal end of 
the catheter; and 

advancing the proximal end of the catheter over the catheter retention featitre 
and into alignment with the visual indicator marking said oathctor 
ov e r said port st e m until th e cath e t e r is substontiQlly aligned with a 
marking on said port st e m and c e asing advano e mont - of oaid oathotor 
th e r e aft e r . 

22. (Original) The method according to claim 21, further coraprismg the act of 
placing a locking sleeve over the port stem and the proximal section of said catheter to secure said 
catheter on said port stem. 

.23-24. (Canceled). 
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